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Mission and

Objectives

The Centre's mission is to strengthen implementation of 

the World Heritage Convention in Asia and the Pacific 

Region by building the capacity of all those professionals 

and bodies involved with Natural Heritage site 

inscription, protection, conservation and management in 

Asia and the Pacific region, through training, research, 

dissemination of information and network building. The 

overall objective is to focus on Natural Heritage 

conservation issues with the aim to:

♦ contribute to the strengthening of capacities in the 

management of Natural World Heritage in the 

region;

♦ contribute to achieving a more balanced 

representation of properties from Asia and the 

Pacific on the World Heritage List;

♦ raise awareness among the general public and the 

youth in particular of the importance of Natural 

World Heritage and the need to protect it; and

♦ foster international cooperation on Natural World 

Heritage initiatives.
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The Agreement between Government of India and 

UNESCO for the establishment in Dehradun of a ‘Centre 

for World Natural Heritage Management and Training for 

Asia and the Pacific Region’ as a Category 2 Centre 

under the auspices of UNESCO was formally signed on 

02 September, 2015 by the Director General of Forests, 

Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, 

Government of India as counterpart to the signature by 

the Director General, UNESCO, Paris.  The signing 

followed the approval of this Agreement by the 

Government of India’s Cabinet of Ministers, chaired by 

Hon’ble Prime Minister, Mr. Narendra Modi on 05 

August, 2015.   

The Centre has accomplished Annual Work Programmes 

for the years 2014-15, 2015-16, 2016-17, 2017-18, 2018-

19, 2019-20 and 2020-21. The Annual Work Plan with 

budget outlay (2021-22) of the Centre was approved at 
ththe 36  Meeting of the Finance Committee of WII held 

thon 25  March 2021. This Annual Report outlines the 

activities undertaken by the Centre during the year 2021-

22. 

Background
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Capacity Building Training 

and Workshops

2.
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Master's Degree Course in Heritage 

Conservation and Management (2019-21)

6.

For the completion of their MSc in Heritage 

Conservation and Management (MSc HCM) course 

following their field work in the preceding months, the 

first batch of students presented the dissertations of 

topics of heritage importance to an external panel of 
th stevaluators on 30  and 31  July, 2021. The presentations 

spotlighted the diversity of interests amongst the 

students and broad scope of heritage studies as topics 

from natural, cultural and interlinked domains were 

explained to an open audience assembled in the WII 

Auditorium and streamed online. The names of the 

students and the titles of the dissertations are as listed 

below:

S.No. Student Name Dissertation Topic

1 Abhishek Relocation and Resilience: A Case Study from Sariska Tiger 

Reserve

2 J Bhaalasaraswathi Pre and Post COVID-19 Transformation in the Financial and 

Marketing Practices of Museums: An Analysis of the Government 

Museum Chennai, and City Palace Museum, Udaipur

3 Devashish Saurav Storied Landscapes: A Study of the Ecological Narratives of the 

Bhotiyas (Tolchhas, Marchas and Jads) of Uttarakhand

4 Malsawmdawngliana Assessing the Impact of the Traditional Practice of Frog 

Consumption on Amphibian Population from Mizoram, India: 

Culture-Nature Perspectives

5 Roshme Borgohain Assessing the Impact of Road Network on Wildlife Corridors and 

Mitigation Measures in Assam: Transportation against Animal 

Corridor

6 Varsha S Economy as a Driver of Functional Continuity of Living Religious 

Heritage: The Case of Sri Ranganathaswamy Temple at Srirangam

7 Vishnuvardhan Conserving Natural Heritage through Genetic Assessment: The 

case of Snow Leopards in Ladakh

MSc in Heritage Conservation and Management 2019 - 2021 Dissertation Topics

The dissertation presentations and 

subsequent grading of the students 

marked the successful passing out 

of the first batch of seven students 

of MSc in Heritage Conservation 

and Management.
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Research & Monitoring5.

A function of the Centre is to undertake research on 

identified priority areas related to natural World Heritage 

protection and management, including focus on models 

of community participation. The World Heritage 

Committee also encourages State Parties to support 

research, since knowledge and understanding are 

fundamental to the identification, management and 

monitoring of World Heritage properties.

5.A. Plausible alternative futures of Island 

mangroves in the Asia-Pacific: Scenario-based 

analysis and quantification of mangrove 

ecosystem services in coastal hazard mitigation 

and climate change adaptation in Andaman 

Island, India

A collaborative research study under a project funded by 

Institute for Global Environmental Strategies (IGES), 

Japan is being carried out on the mangroves of 

Andaman Islands in India to combat the possible adverse 

impacts of climate change. Particularly, ecosystem 

services of mangroves remain at the centre of discussion 

considering their exceptional ability to survive in the 

fragile coastal environment, while providing tremendous 

services such as storm surge control, sediment retention, 

arresting carbon, etc. In the preliminary phase, literature 

review was carried out to understand the Mangrove 

change patterns over the time. This was followed by 

Land Use Land Cover of Andaman being classified into 

different classes based on physiographic features 

through satellite imaging. Presently, work is undergoing 

on LULC prediction for 2050 using statistical model, 

ecosystem services modelling, and mapping of 

ecosystem services like total carbon, blue carbon, etc.

5.B. Long-term Monitoring of Outstanding 

Universal Values (OUV) of Great Himalayan 

National Park Conservation Area

Himachal Pradesh Forest Department and WII-C2C on 

Natural World Heritage Management and Training for 

Asia and the Pacific Region, Wildlife Institute of India 

Dehradun signed a Memorandum of Agreement (MoA), 

to conduct a study on “Long-term Monitoring of 

Outstanding Universal Values of Great Himalayan 

National Park Conservation Area”. In the preliminary 

phase, desktop review of literature, inception meeting 

and planning workshops were held with the Himachal 

Pradesh Forest Department. Based on the outcomes of 

previous meetings, an orientation programme for 

frontline staff of GHNPCA was organised on-site on 22-

23 December, 2021. The workshop was inaugurated by 

Dmt. Meera Sharma, Director GHNPCA, who emphasised 

the importance of the park’s values and the need for 

building capacity of the frontline staff. Dr. V.P.Uniyal, WII 

faculty, shared his previous experience of long-term 

monitoring project in the late 1990s. Participating staff 

were then provided an orientation on practical field–level 

techniques, monitoring protocol and reporting timelines 

to be undertaken in the forthcoming period.

5.C. Information Document on Natural and Mixed 

World Heritage Sites in the Asia and Pacific 

Region

Presently, systematic information on the status of World 

Heritage Sites is dispersed among many different 

platforms and national and international organizations, 

including the World Heritage List. Beyond the high 

quality of information on the World Heritage Centre 

website, essential details may also be found in the IUCN 

World Heritage Outlook, published scientific studies, and 

State of Conservation Reports (SoC) filed by State Parties 

on inscribed world heritage sites. The document under 

preparation, titled "Information Document on Natural 

and Mixed World Heritage Sites of the Asia and Pacific 

Region," will provide a snapshot of the already inscribed 

sites, including major changes such as re-nominations, 

extensions, or boundary modifications, threats they face, 

and management initiatives undertaken by state parties 

and various other agencies. A comprehensive map of all 

natural and mixed World Heritage Sites in Asia and the 

Pacific area is also included in the publication. This 

thoroughly compiled document will vastly increase our 

understanding of the present state of WHSs and will 

serve as educational and awareness material for 

dissemination to stakeholders.
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WII-C2C is collaborating with a range of sub-national, national and international 

institutions and organizations: 

• Archaeological Survey of India

• Himachal Pradesh Forest Department

• IUCN

• ICCROM

• ICOMOS

• Institute for Global Environmental Strategies (IGES), Japan

• University of Tsukuba, Japan

• Madhya Pradesh Tourism Board, Bhopal

• Madhya Pradesh Forest Department

• Meghalaya Forest Department

• Saurashtra University

• World Heritage Centre, Paris

WII-C2C TEAM
Collaborations7.

Dr. Dhananjai Mohan, IFS
Director

Dr. Y.V. Jhala
Dean

Dr. Gautam Talukdar
Faculty In-Charge, WII-C2C

Mr. Niraj Kakati
Technical O�cer

Dr. Bhumesh S Bhadouria
Technical O�cer

Dr. Chitiz Joshi
Asst. Technical O�cer

Dr. Anukul Nath
Asst. Technical O�cer

Mr. Vivek Sarkar
World Heritage Assistant

Mr. Anuranjan Roy
World Heritage Assistant

Ms. Pallabi Chakraborty
World Heritage Assistant

Ms. Shilpi Singh
World Heritage Assistant

Mr. Kehar Singh
Administrative O�cer

Mr. Rajeev Thapa
IT O�cer

Mr. Rajiv Gupta
Finance O�cer

Ms. Poonam Sati
 Administrative Assistant

Ms. Anindita Debnath
 Administrative Assistant

Ms. Avantika Adhruj
Intern

Ms. Panchali Hazarika
Intern

Ms. Tapasya Thapa
Intern
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